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TERMS OF REFERENCE

Procurement and Distribution of Personal Protective Equipment and First Aid Items to Women Victims of Domestic and Gender-based Violence, as well as to Social Workers 
In the Framework of 
“EU4GENDER EQUALITY:

 Together Against Gender Stereotypes and Gender-based Violence” Project
Background

The “EU 4 Gender Equality: Together against Gender Stereotypes and Gender-Based Violence” project is a three-year Project funded by the European Union, and implemented jointly by UNFPA and UN Women. The project was launched in March 2020 and is implemented in six countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. In Armenia, it is implemented by UNFPA Armenia in three EU target regions: Shirak, Tavush and Lori. 

The overall objective of the Project is to strengthen the equal rights and opportunities for women and men by challenging perceptions about men’s and women’s roles in the family and in society and working to eliminate gender-based violence.
Studies indicate that the rate of domestic violence has radically increased during the last months in different countries, under the conditions of home lockdown, imposed by the state of emergency. COVID-19 has forced the majority of the world population to be self-isolated in homes, whereas home is not at all a safe place for survivors of domestic violence since they are forced to face the perpetrator in their homes.
The situation in Armenia also causes concern․ According to the “RAPID ASSESSMENT: GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC” the Coalition to Stop Violence Against Women, the members of which are a number of civil society organizations providing services to women and their children subjected to domestic violence (DV), makes alarming statements on the increase of domestic violence direct reports during the state of emergency by 30% in March and by 50% in April. Within the period of 16 March – 20 April, the members of the Coalition have recorded 803 direct reports of domestic violence cases, which is around 30% more than the total number of reports received in the same period of the last year. 
The newly opened 10 marz centers outsourced by the Government of Armenia to provide services to persons subjected to domestic violence have recorded in total of 160 reports of domestic violence cases for the months of February, March and April. As service provider organizations, they have appeared in the forefront of combating domestic violence in the state of emergency due to COVID-19 pandemic. 9 out of 10 centers are NGOs and lack means of protection from the coronavirus (masks, gloves, alcogel and thermometers). 

The 2 shelters operating in Armenia, also co-funded by the state, continue functioning in the state of emergency and receive new women and children. In addition, according to the Report, organizations having an experience of working with persons subjected to domestic violence receive calls from those beneficiaries who live separately from the perpetrators now. These women beneficiaries mainly face unstable socio-economic conditions and expect support from humanitarian organizations.

Purpose

Description of the Assignment

The overall objective of the envisaged intervention is to procure and distribute personal protective equipment (masks, gloves), and first aid items, including but not limiting to alcogel, antiseptic wipe packets, etc., as well as hygienic supplies to women victims of domestic and gender-based violence, as well as for social workers that provide services to women victims of DV and GBV.
Tasks:
· Provide an estimation of the number of women victims of domestic and gender-based violence in shelters and social support centers;
· Provide an estimation of the number of social workers that provide relevant services;
· Procure personal protective equipment considering the number of potential beneficiaries Identify and procure first aid items and hygienic supplies to be distributed to women victims of DV and GBV;
· Prepare packages with PPE and first aid items for the beneficiaries;
· Organize the distribution of packages to the beneficiaries;
· Prepare report on the completion of the tasks.

Expected Deliverables (including timing) and Outputs 

The detailed description of deliverables should be developed by the Contract Holder based on the described tasks and be submitted as part of the requested proposal. UNFPA Armenia CO reserves the right to ask for reasonable additions to the scope of the given assignments with prior consultation with the Contract Holder. 
The intervention is due from September 1, 2020 to November 15, 2020. The requested service should be fully implemented by November 15, 2020. The detailed dates of deliverables and cost estimate for the suggested activities should be submitted.
Monitoring and progress control, including reporting requirements, periodicity format and deadline
Periodical meetings (including virtual), phone/skype calls may be used to follow up the progress.

Required expertise, qualifications and competencies for service provision:

· Established organization/ or network of organizations with the experience and capacity in working with women victims of domestic and gender-based violence;

· Availability of relevant databases;

· Demonstrated ability to work with international organizations;
· Previous experience in similar assignments would be an asset.

UNFPA Payment Provisions

UNFPA’s policy is to pay for the performance of contractual services rendered or to effect payment upon the achievement of specific milestones described in the contract. UNFPA’s policy is not to grant advance payments except in unusual situations where the potential contractor specifies in the financial proposal that there are special circumstances warranting an advance payment. UNFPA will normally require a bank guarantee or other suitable security arrangement.

Any request for an advance payment is to be justified and documented, and must be submitted with the financial proposal. The justification shall explain the need for the advance payment, itemize the amount requested and provide a time schedule for utilization of said amount. Information about your financial status must be submitted, such as audited financial statements at 31 December of the previous year and include this documentation with your financial bid. Further information may be requested by UNFPA at the time of finalizing contract negotiations with the awarded organization. 
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